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 NEWS RELEASE







December 15, 2011

International Basketball League (IBL) Signs Florida Team for Full Season

Vancouver, WA: This week, the IBL signed the branding team formerly known as the Florida Winning Ways on for the 2012 season as a team in full standing.  The team will be re-named the Orlando Venom.  The Orange County team participated in the 2011 IBL season as a branding team, which participate in a limited number of games during the league's season.  Team owner Barry Mestel proudly announced the team's inclusion in the full season saying, "2012 is going to be a phenomenal year for this new IBL team," adding, "the Orlando Venom  brings to the Orlando market an exciting, compelling, family friendly experience that basketball fans – won’t want to miss!  We are proud to be associated with the International Basketball League.”
"Coach Mestel is widely regarded as a top shooting instructor, with a storied history of work at all levels of basketball. His work includes scouting for the NBA, WNBA, and coaching in the European leagues.  Throughout his career, Mestel amassed a stellar winning history at the high school and collegiate ranks (335-17). His substantial body of work has positively impacted young men and women across the globe and at all levels of basketball. 

"Having an IBL team coached by Barry Mestel is a terrific next step for the Winning Ways International Pro Group. Their long-standing commitment to the highest level of basketball, at the pro and amateur level, is further enhanced by this venture.  Their business model, which allows the amateur teams to be supported by the pro team, is unique in North American basketball. As the president and CEO of “Dribble Pro Inc.”, I wish Barry and the Orlando Venom tremendous success and look forward to exciting and fast-paced IBL basketball in Orlando. – Henry Bibby, Dribble Pro inventor and Assistant Coach, Memphis Grizzlies. 
· more -

“Barry Mestel is a tireless professional, whose knowledge of the game and ability to maximize player development  is truly unparalleled. I look forward to seeing Barry at the helm of the Orlando Venom.  I’m confident under his direction the Orlando Venom will quickly make a positive impact in the IBL.  – Richie Adubato, former NBA & WNBA Coach and current radio color commentator for the Orlando Magic.  

The IBL is in the process of re-signing high quality teams to surround the Venom with international competition and is also open to including new East coast teams.  Commissioner Sharleen Graf weighed in noting, "We're incredibly excited to have the Venom on board as a full season team.  Our intention with the Branding Team program is for them to transition into a full season team which has been achieved with Winning Ways International Pro, adding strength and additional opportunties to the IBL "
	


About International Basketball League (IBL)                                                                                      The International Basketball League (IBL) is a professional sports association based in Vancouver, WA that engages high level basketball talent. The league is dedicated to fostering international basketball talent and focuses on providing family friendly events as well as helping players find positions in international leagues such as the BJ League, Basketball Bundesliga (BBL), and the Portuguese Basketball League (LCB). The IBL is in its eighth year of operation with teams across the United States and Canada. To learn more about the International Basketball League visit: www.IBL.com.
About Winning Ways International                                                                                                              Winning Ways International is recognized internationally as the leader in providing coaching, training and education that propels aspiring, talented basketball players to their full potential; from the backboard to the boardroom.  Winning Ways International is an independent professional basketball training and scouting company.  with more than   25 years of basketball experience.   They are at the forefront of basketball training, player placement, evaluation and scouting.  .  The creation of the Orlando Venom also brings a further commitment to the development of youth players throughout Central Florida.  To learn more about Winning Ways International visit www.winwayspro.com  
###
Resources to Extend Your Knowledge and Understanding of the International Basketball League visit: www.IBL.com 
To learn more about the Orlando Venom visit www.orlandovenom.com 

Resources to Extend Your Knowledge and Understanding of Winning Ways visit winwayspro.com 
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